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The monograph “A Mashup World. Hybrids, Crossovers and Post-Reality” Cambridge Scholars
Publishing in 2019. Its author, Irina Perianova, who teaches English at the University of National
and World Economy in Sofia, Bulgaria, has been working in this research for quite some time now.
The book can be defined as one tracing the boundaries of a new research field based on an
interdisciplinary approach.

The very title of the book provokes and attracts readers’ attention — “A Mashup World”, then the
subtitle hints at the studied thematic fields “Hybrids, Crossovers and Post-Reality”.

The monograph is structured into an introduction, seven chapters and a conclusion. In addition, it
starts with a precise List of Images (14 in total), a Prologue (which includes two poems hinting at
the complex nature of hybridity as explored in the book), and finishes with an Index of the terms
used in the text (which supports the academic precision and quality of the text).

Speaking of the system of terminology synthesized by Irina Perianova, it is structured around the
base term — hybrid and the conceptual framework unfolds through a succession of related terms —
hybrid identity, hybrid (multi)ethnic identity, hybrid regime (exemplified through concrete situation
and rituals) hybrid enrollment, hybrid recreation, hybrid assement. The author also looks into the
phenomenon of hybrid families, monster hybrids drawing the limits of this new evolving world in
hybrid space. The conceptualization of the above terms specifies some relatively new approaches
among which pragma-semantic hybrids. The study encompasses various spheres, which are viewed
from the point of view of hybridity, more precisely these are the realms of education, politics (with
its projection onto both political and social practices), the media, the internet, religion; approaches
typical of other scientific disciplines such as philosophy, anthropology, linguistics and literature are

“mashed up” in order to disclose the specific of the hybrid world Irina Perianova sets to explore.



Hybridity is also studied in the context of post modernity while the author seeks to establish the
cross points between hybridization and digitalization.

What is impressive about the book is certainly Perianova’s erudition, her ability to draw on different
subject fields and create new, sometimes surprising, links between them at the same time
convincingly painting the picture of the world we all live in — a mixture of real and virtual requiring
us to renegotiate the meaning of what surrounds us. The author emphasizes on facts from different
cultures and epochs, and analyses media and media-created products from a number of countries
(such as CNN, Euronews, the Guardian newspaper, Russian TV channels, i.e. ORT). She discusses
works of visual art, myths, religious beliefs — these are subjected to drawing conclusions and
generalizing about the essence of the changes towards hybridization that is central to the
monograph.

Another area worth mentioning is Perianova’s precision in selecting, commenting on and
concluding about linguistic codes and means (for instance, the phenomenon of politically correct
language (pp. 239-240) and the place of loaded grammar and vocabulary in the speech of modern
political leaders (pp.240-254).

The book is noted for its excellent style and accessible language, intricate argumentation and
thought-provoking conclusions, not to mention the numerous illustration, which support the main
points in a visually engaging way. Each chapter is followed by a list of references containing a
number of core and contemporary authors and sources, which makes it possible for the chapters to
both be considered as part of one complex whole and to function within a certain self-sufficiency.
Finally, the book is targeted at those who want to discern between reality and fantasy, between fact
and fiction, at those who are keen to understand where our world is headed for, if there are limits to
hybridization, what kinds of humans will populate the future... It traces directions, poses questions
and probes deep into the nature of a “mash up world” and leaves the readers to formulate their own

answers.
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Kuurara “Mashup World. Hybrids, Crossovers and Post-Reality” e wmsmagena or Cambridge
Scholars Publishing npe3 2019 r. ABropsT Ha MoHOTpadusta € Upuna IlepsinoBa, npenogasaren 1mno
AQHIIMKCKY €3WK B YHHBEPCHUTETa 3a HAllMOHAIHO M CBETOBHO MPOCTPAHCTBO, KOATO MMa TpacH
WHTEepeC KbM MpoliieMaTrKara. Pe3ynTarsT €, ue ToBa € HayueH TeKCT, KOMTO MOXKe Jla C€ OKa4eCTBH
KaTo YCHeNIeH ONHUT 3a OuyepTaBaHE TPAHHUIIUTE HAa HOBO HAYyYHO TOJ€ IpPH H3IMOJ3BaHE Ha
UHTEPIUCIMILTANHAPEH TTOTXO]T.

CrpykTypata € oT 7 IJIaBH, yBOJ, MPOJIOT, 3aKII0UYEHUE, MPEIU3HO ca OMUCaHu U300pakeHusTa/14
¢burypu. IHIEKCHT € ToKa3aren ChIIo 3a aKaIeMUYHATA KOPEKTHOCT M BUCOKO HAYYHO Ka4eCTBO Ha
I[EJIAS TEKCT, TOM MOAIoMara OTKpUBaHETO HA TCPMUHUTE.

TepmuHonorusita BKIIOYBA €IHO 0OazoBo moHsATHEe — xuOpun (hybrid), kato ce akryanmusupa
KaTeropuaTHO-MIOHATUHHUS amapaT 4pe3 pasrpblLIaHeTO My B MOpeaviia OT TePMHHM: XUOpUIHA
UACHTUYHOCT, XHOpHIHA MYITH/€THUYECKA WJICHTUYHOCT, XUOPUIHU pPEKUMH — BHJICHU B
KOHKPETHH CUTyalliM M B puTyanute, xubpuaeH ,3amuc (hybrid enrollment), cp3maBane Ha
xubpunu (hybrid recreation). xubpumana onenka (hybrid assement). ABTOpBT roBopu 3a XUOpHUIHA
cemeiictBa (hybrid families), xuOGpuam uynoumia (monster hybrids), pasmmpsiBa ob6xBara 10
xubpunHo npoctpanctBo (hybrid space). Konmenrtyanuzanusta ngoctura Ao ob6ocoOsBaHe Ha
OTHOCHUTEITHO HOBH TIOJIXO/TY, HATIPUMEP MparMa-ceMaHTUIHH XuOpuau (pragma-semantic hybrids).
JlokazaTencTBa 3a JOCTUTAHETO Ha MIMPOK 00XBaT B MPOYYBAHETO Ca IIABHUTE, B KOUTO CE€ aHAIHM3HMpa
XUOpuAHOCTTA B chepute: 00pa3oBaHue, MOTUTHKA — MOJTUTUYECKU U COLUMATHU MPAKTUKU, METUH,
WHTEPHET, PeJIUrusl, aHTPONOIOT s, prmmocodus.

Xubpumguoctra (hybridity) ce mpoyuBa B KOHTEKCTa Ha IOCTMOJICPHU3MA, THPCST MPECEYHU TOUKHU C
xubpunmzanus u aururanusanus (hybridization and digitalisation).

3arnmaBreTO Ha KHUTAaTa ChIO MPOBOKMpa U aHraxkupa “Mashup World”, a nmoazarnasuero HacouBa
KbM TeMarnyaute noneta “Hybrids, Crossovers and Post-Reality”.

BriewatisBama e epyaunusita Ha Mpuna TlepssHoBa, TS mpeAcTaBst GakTH OT Pa3IMYHU KyATYPH H
pa3IMYHMA €TMOXM; I030BaBa C€ Ha AaBTOpPH, MHIICIM B pPa3NUYHU oOmacTh. Bucoka oreHka
3aciy»aBar 3a1bJ100UeHUTE aHAIM3KU Ha MeauH oT pasnuyHu abpxkaBu (CNN, Euronews, Guardian,
Russian TV channels — ORT and Russian), Ha kapTuHHU, HAa MUTOBE, HA PEJIUTHH U HE HA MOCIETHO
MSICTO, YMEHHETO J1a ca MpaBsAT U3BOAMU U 0000meHus. [Ipenn3HocTra mponnyaBa npu U3BEXKIaHE

Ha JIMHTBUCTHYHO pPAaBHUILIC Ha IMPUMCPUTE M J0Ka3aTCJICTBaTa, q)aKT € TOYHOTO ITIOCOYBAHC Ha



JIMHKOBETE OT EJIEKTPOHHHUTE PECYypCH M OHJAMH MyONmuKalMuTe, HampuMep 3a MOoJIUTHYecKara
KOpPEKTHOCT - ¢. 239-240.

Kaurara e manmncana Ha MHOTO )106’1)13 CTUJI U C€3UK, WIKOCTPAIUUTE Ca MPECACTABCHHU B KHUI'aTa U
U3IBJIHABAT apryMEHTaTWBHA W WIOCTpaTuBHA OyHKIMA. Crien Bcska IaBa ca H3BEACHU

OUTUPAHUTC U3TOYHUIN, KOUTO BIICUYATIABAT KATO 0azoBHu aBTOPU U CbBPECMCHHU HyGHI/IKaHI/II/I.

Cn. ,,PeTopuxka u komyHukauuu*, opoi 39, anpua 2019 r.

Rhetoric and Communications Journal, Issue 39, April 2019



